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GEORGIA ALERT

ISSUE 9 | February 28— March 7

JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI = MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:
President Zelensky recalls Ambassador from Georgia, exposing widening rift with Thilisi

Following PM Irakli Garibashvili’s outright refusal to join international sanctions imposed upon
Russia and the decision to ban a charter flight set to fly Georgian volunteers with military
experience to Ukraine, President Volodymyr Zelensky declared at a press conference he was
recalling the Ukrainian ambassador from Georgia. “We are recalling our ambassador from
Georgia, over the obstacles created to the volunteers who want to help us and over the
immoral position on sanctions,” he stated.

Georgian and Russian government agencies negotiate to open Russian dairy market for Georgia

Georgian and Russian food agencies agreed to offer 15 Georgian companies access to the Russian
market, Russia’s state-run news agency TASS reported on March 6. Kyiv-based newspaper
Ukrainskaya Pravda reported that the Georgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs first informed the
Ukrainian Embassy in Thilisi that such talks never took place and the report was in fact “Russian
fake news.” Responding to the widespread criticism that the deal in effect constitutes Georgia
aiding Russia to circumvent western sanctions, Georgia’s National Food Agency — part of the
Ministry of Agriculture — confirmed the negotiations indeed took place, but insisted had started
in 2020, but merely ended on March 5.

David Arakhamia, close ally of President Volodymyr Zelensky and the chief Ukrainian negotiator
with Russia issued a video address calling the agreement “backstabbing and betrayal.”

Ukraine MFA blasts Georgia-Russia agreement on dairy

The Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also issued an official statement in which it said that
that “the promotion of trade relations with Russia, whose armed forces are attacking peaceful
Ukrainian cities with missiles and bombs, killing innocent civilians, including children, to be
unacceptable in the strongest terms.”

“We call on the official Thilisi to distance itself publicly from the decision of the Russian
Federation, whose leadership is violating international law and perpetrating war crimes in
Ukraine,” the statement reads.


https://jam-news.net/russias-partial-lifting-of-sanctions-on-georgia-sparks-outrage-in-tbilisi-kiyv/
https://civil.ge/archives/477665
https://civil.ge/archives/476348

The unprecedented statement concludes with the reminder of the Russian invasion of Georgia in
2008. “Due to the 2008 Russian armed aggression against Georgia, the Georgian people,
unfortunately, are well aware of the horrors of war that Ukrainians are forced to go through now.
At the same time, it appears that the Georgian authorities must have forgotten all that and are
now trying to seize the moment to cater for their own interests,” it concludes.

Russian opposition journalist not allowed to Georgia

Mikhail Fishman, journalist of RainTV, Russia’s embattled independent TV station shut down as
a result of the Kremlin pressure was not allowed to enter Georgia. Mr Fishman said his family
members were allowed to enter and claimed he had learnt from trustworthy sources that his
work in a media outlet of critical stance towards the Russian government was the reason for his
deportation from the Georgian border.

Georgia insists it won’t join sanctions, accuses Ukraine of ‘dragging Georgia into sanctions and
war’

Georgian Dream Chairman Irakli Kobakhidze blasted President Zelenskyy’s decision to recall
Ukraine’s ambassador from Georgia, calling it a “double standard that shall, naturally, have an
explanation.” According to Kobakhidze, the ruling party’s refusal to join sanctions or send
volunteers had nothing to do with Kyiv’s decision since there are countries who haven’t done
that either, but in their case the ambassadors haven’t been recalled. Kobakhidze went on to slam
the Ukrainian Government by saying that “it is also illogical that the authorities of the country in
a war may have damaging relations with Georgia as one of their main tasks.”

GD Chair also claimed that the attempt to drag Georgia into war “is coordinated by the UNM
which, as everyone knows, has multiple of its representatives in the Ukrainian authorities,
including the inner circle of President Zelenskyy.” Mr Kobakhidze also claimed that the
imprisoned former president Saakashvili also remains a Ukrainian official and claimed that “they
can naturally easily influence the decisions of the Ukrainian authorities.”

PM Garibashvili avoids words such as “Russian aggression” or “Russian invasion,” instead says
“Ukraine could not avoid war”

"From this war, which, unfortunately, could not be contained and avoided, Ukraine as a state, its
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the Ukrainian people, soldiers will suffer the most," Irakli
Garibashvili said.

Georgian Dream boycotts Zelensky address to Thilisi rally

The GD leadership refused to attend President Zelenskyy’s address to the Thilisi rally in support
of Ukraine. Irakli Kobakhidze said President Zelensky’s “illogical” decision to recall the Ukrainian
Ambassador from Thilisi was the reason. “Naturally, a representative of the government can’t be

there at such a time,” he said.

Georgia bars charter flight to take volunteers to Ukraine


https://www.facebook.com/189165972359/posts/10160133251762360/?d=n
https://civil.ge/archives/476517
https://jam-news.net/georgian-pm-ukraine-failed-to-avoid-war-georgia-will-not-join-anti-russian-sanctions/
https://netgazeti.ge/news/597096/

The Georgian government refused to allow a plane set to fly Georgian volunteers with military
experience to Ukraine land in Thilisi. The government insisted on the decision despite public
appeal by the Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal. “Brave Georgian brothers are waiting at
the airport to fly to Ukraine. | hope Gharibashvili will show his courage and give permission to fly.
Ukraine is waiting! Europe is waiting!” Shmyhal wrote on twitter.

US Secretary of State Europe tour includes Moldova but excludes Georgia

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s European tour aimed at discussing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine includes Belgium, Poland, Moldova, Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia but excludes Georgia,
a country that was the victim of Russia’s aggression in 2008. This signals that the Western world
has taken note of the Georgian government’s inaction and passivity in supporting Ukraine.

It is also noteworthy that, contrary to the established practice, Antony Blinken called President
Zurabishvili instead of the Prime Minister or Foreign Minister of Georgia regarding the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. Blinken also thanked the President for “the people of Georgia’s support for
Ukraine.”

GD Chairman calls UNM ‘war party’ accusing it of ‘discriminating against Russians’ amid fears
of Russian influx

Large number of Russian citizens escaping western sanctions are expected to imminently start
arriving to Georgia. Some of the Georgian civil society groups have already reported surge in
Russian nationals registering businesses in Georgia. Georgian Dream Chairman Irkali Kobakhidze
lashed out at widespread public criticism on unhindered acceptance of incoming Russians, calling
the UNM a “war party” and accusing it of ‘discriminating against Russians’. Kobakhidze went on
to announce the legislative changes, which, according to him, will be directed against
discrimination on ethnic grounds and incitement to ethnic hatred.

The apparent intention to welcome the Russian influx contrasts with the consistent barring of
Russian opposition politicians from Georgia. Some of the recent cases include Andrey Davydov,
Igor Yefremov, and allies of Alexey Navalny - Dmitriy Gudkov and Lyubov Sobol. All of them were
denied entry to Georgia.


https://civil.ge/archives/476159
https://www.euractiv.com/section/europe-s-east/news/blinken-starts-eastern-european-reassurance-tour-in-poland/
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/541

