
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. ANTI-WESTERN STATEMENTS: 
 

 Responding to GD’s annulment of the visit of European Parliament members (MEP) to 

Tbilisi, a GD MP, Irakli Zarkua, stated that MEPs should “keep themselves busy with other 

tasks” instead of “running” to Tbilisi. The MEP visit was supposed to take place in the 

framework of the Jean Monnet dialogue, aimed at building consensus among political 

forces. This refusal is a continuation of GD’s confrontational rhetoric against the European 

Parliament and the West, in general, and is particularly concerning amidst the heightened 

regional tensions and another possible invasion of Ukraine. 

 

2. POLICE BRUTALITY AND PERSECUTION OF CIVIC ACTIVISTS: 
 

 In graphic footage published on social media, a police officer is seen repeatedly beating a 
minor in a metro station in Tbilisi, despite warnings from the victim’s friend that the minor 
is deaf and mute. Civic activists and opposition parties held a protest rally outside the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and the opposition called for the summoning of the Minister 
to Parliament to demand a systemic response to rising cases of police brutality. Activist  

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK: 
 

Opposition proposes a joint parliamentary resolution on Ukraine. Georgian Dream 
presents a draft without a single reference to Russia. Committee hearings & plenary 

discussion ahead. 
 

The opposition proposed a joint parliamentary resolution in support of Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity; in a joint press conference, the opposition also proposed to organize 
a joint visit of parliamentary majority and opposition to Kyiv, to summon Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs and Defense to the Foreign Relations Committee and to have the Prime Minister 
convene an enlarged meeting with parliamentary participation of the National Security 
Council. Latter calls remain unanswered, with GD having proposed a resolution text without a 
single reference to Russia. Committee hearings and plenary discussion lies ahead to amend 
the resolution to reflect Georgian and Ukrainian national interests. The opposition has also 
linked arms with civic activists to collect signatures on a petition in support of Ukraine, 
condemning Russian aggression.   
 
 
 

GEORGIA ALERT 

 
JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO – FOR GEORGIA,  

DROA, GIRCHI – MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS. 

 

ISSUE 4 | JANUARY 24th – JANUARY 31st 

 

https://civil.ge/archives/468302
https://civil.ge/archives/468486
https://civil.ge/archives/468154
https://civil.ge/archives/468932
https://manifest.ge/item/3599?fbclid=IwAR1M4PM-rsxiF6Jo1EqkI8ztBGd6EAZTHkLCptSqyXI-0_8zRVP7TvanG4c


Nata Peradze was arrested during the protest for posting stickers on poles opposite the 
Ministry, Droa member Shushana Matsaberidze was beaten by the police in an attempt 
to arrest her, suffering bruises to her stomach as confirmed by the hospital. While two 
police officers have been arrested in connection to the footage, including the perpetrator, 
no systemic response has been proposed by the government. The accompanying friend, 
who filmed and published the footage claims to be threatened by law enforcement.  

 

Impunity for crimes committed by police and other law enforcement is perpetuated by 

government decisions to abolish the State Inspector’s Office, charged with investigating 

such crimes or to prematurely release prosecutor Mariana Choloyani, convicted for 

causing the suicide of a minor following interrogation under duress; myriad other cases 

exist of the government exonerating police and other law enforcement officials of 

criminal responsibility, from those involved in the inhuman and degrading treatment 

against former President Saakashvili to those abetting violence during July 5th, 2021 

protests, where 53 journalists were injured and one killed. 

 
3. STATE CAPTURE:  
 

 Central Election Commission (CEC): President Zurabishvili proposed CEC membership and 
chairmanship candidates to the parliament in what leading NGOs claim falls short of an 
“objective” and “impartial” process. Transparency International – Georgia (TI), Georgian 
Young Lawyer’s Association (GYLA), and International Society for Fair Elections and 
Democracy (ISFED) all left the selection commission in summer 2021, pointing to a 
politicalized process aimed at picking government loyalists over qualified candidates. 

 

 State Inspector’s Office: State Inspector Londa Toloraia has filed a lawsuit to the 
Constitutional Court against the decision of the ruling Georgian Dream party on the 
abolishment of the agency through expedited legislative amendments. Earlier in 
December, the State Inspector’s Service imposed administrative sanctions on the Ministry 
of Justice and the Penitentiary Service for several episodes violating President 
Saakashvili’s rights. Toloraia stated the agency is being punished for its ‘unbiased 
decisions and reports,’ including those made in relation to the imprisoned former 
President. 

 

4. POLITICAL PROSECUTION: 
 
Former President Mikheil Saakashvili:   
 

 Health status: The Public Defender’s Office (PDO) medical expert group examined 
President Saakashvili after his return back to the Rustavi prison from the Gori military 
hospital and identified the following problems: consequences of Wernicke's 
encephalopathy: neurological symptoms, in particular eye paresis, imbalance, general 
weakness, worsening of limb sensitivity; Anemia; Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and moderate/severe depression. PTSD developed following subjection to inhuman and 
degrading treatment.  

 
Despite repeated recommendations of the group, psychotherapy has not been provided 
to treat PTSD. MRI examination has also been denied, as well as the right of his personal 
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doctor to visit him. The PDO group notes that “the patient’s psychotherapeutic and 
physical rehabilitation remains a substantial problem”, that the neurological condition is 
not improving and that failure to properly treat him will result in the aggravation of his 
condition. The group concludes that in the “current conditions (considering both the 
specifics of the prison and the context of imprisonment of this particular patient), full 
psychological rehabilitation is less realistic at this stage”.  

 
 Destruction of evidence: the State Inspector of Georgia, investigating the case of inhuman 

and degrading treatment of the imprisoned former President, authorized President 
Saakashvili’s lawyers to view the full video footage of Mikheil Saakashvili’s forceful 
transfer to Gldani prison on November 8. The lawyers found that a six-minute segment is 
missing in the files provided by the Ministry of Justice (MOJ)/ Penitentiary Service. 
President Saakashvili and his lawyers state that the missing segment depicts the most 
severe episodes of inhuman and degrading treatment perpetrated by the penitentiary 
service and calls on MOJ to publicize a full version of the footage (having previously 
released only an edited version).   

 
In addition, Gori Military Hospital issued a statement noting that all footage of 

Saakashvili’s stay at the hospital was deleted on the day of his transfer to Rustavi 

Penitentiary facility. This indicates destruction of evidence on two incidents of 

mistreatment/physical abuse against the former President: the forceful removal without 

warning by penitentiary staff of his wristwatch that he had been wearing throughout his 

stay at the hospital and of an attempted forceful transfer to Rustavi. Davit Ghoniashvili, 

currently advising the Gori Military Hospital’s security department, having formerly 

headed a unit at the State Security Service of Georgia, claims responsibility for the 

destruction of all footage. Ghoniashvili’s wife, Maka Peradze, serves as the head of the 

Human Rights Secretariat in Prime Minister Gharibashvili’s office. 

 

5. INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENTS:  
 

 According to Transparency International’s (TI) latest Corruption Perception Index (CPI), 
Georgia’s score declined in comparison to 2020. The report notes that Bidzina Ivanishvili’s 
influence over key institutions “meets the definition of state capture,” with his Georgian 
Dream party “solidifying its grasp on the judiciary and law enforcement bodies and killing 
the political momentum needed to fight corruption.” 
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