* N‘t" al
' «nancRncv W
® DEFENDERS_

V
g;j

GEORGIA ALERT

ISSUE 15 | April 11— April 18

JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI = MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:

US Department of State releases a report human rights practices in Georgia

The US Department of State has released a report on human rights practices in Georgia
in 2021. The report hightligts and draws attention to major drawbacks in Georgia’s
democracy, including:

a. “Serious problems with the independence of the judiciary along with arbitrary or
selective detentions, investigations, and prosecutions widely considered to be
politically motivated”;

b. “Reports the government officials employed torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment even though the constitution and law
prohibit this” (Saakashvili’s imprisonment is dealt with in this section)

c. “Failure of the government to credibly investigate July 5-6 and June 2019
abuses” that led to impunity for law abusers.

d. “Statements by political leaders that degraded media plurality”

i. * Kobakhidze, Gharibashvili, Volski's attack on journalists are quoted.

e. “Violence and threats of violence against journalists”

f. “Concern regarding close relations between Georgian Public Broadcaster and
Georgian National Communications Commission.”

g. “Limited respect for freedom of peaceful assembly and association”

h. Increased marginalization of the Public Defender’s Office by the ruling party.

Opposition and ruling party pay visits to Ukraine

The UNM Chairman Nika Melia, along with party members Eka Kherkheulidze and Koba
Nakopia, are on a visit Ukraine. UNM leaders are accompanied by ex-President of
Georgia, Giorgi Margvelashvili. The delegation has thus far visited Bucha and held
meeting in Kyiv with Rada members and Ukrainian government officials. The delegation
also met with Georgian volunteers fighting in Ukraine.

At the same time, Georgia’s parliamentary delegation — compromising of ruling party MPs
Papuashvili, Talakvadze, Sergeenko, Odisharia, as well as opposition MPs loseliani,
Natsvlishvili, Kohevanishvili, Megrelishvili, and Samnidze — also paid a separate visit to
Bucha, Iprin and Kyiv and met with respective Rada members and government officials.


https://civil.ge/archives/486465
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/georgia/

GD Chairman refuses to call Russia’s war crimes in Bucha a “genocide”

On April 12, US President Joe Biden called Russia's crimes in Ukraine a "genocide".
However, GD Chairman Irakli Kobakhidze still refuses to do the same. When asked
whether Biden's statement was enough for him to call Russia's crimes in Ukraine a
genocide, GD Chairman Irakli Kobakhidze replied: "Of course, it's not enough for me or
for Macron, so a legal assessment is needed."

Gharibashvili says he isn’t “obligated” to attend funerals of fallen Georgian soldiers

Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili stated that he isn’t obligated to attend the funerals of
the Georgian volunteers who died fighting in Ukraine. When asked why the government
officials didn’t attend the funeral, he answered: “| did everything | was obligated to do as
a ruler and government. From their transfer to their dignified military burial with honor,
everything else is just speculation.”

Droa’s leader reports State Security Service was planning provocations near
occupation line

According to Droa’s leader Elene Khoshtaria, she was planning to visit the occupation line
but was informed that the State Security Service was setting up a provocation: “Tomorrow
we were planning to visit the villages located along the occupation line. We go there about
once every two weeks, we talk to people, we listen to them, help them with the ways we
can. Yet again we planned the visit like we usually do and got a call informing us that the
State Security Service is working on people to threaten/intimidate us with stones.
Obviously, | won't name the village or the people. Moreover, | won't go there tomorrow
because for me nothing is worth bothering these people, especially during this time, "wrote
Khoshtaria on her Facebook page.


https://formulanews.ge/News/68697
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1122484204986520
https://formulanews.ge/Phrase/68837

