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JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI = MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:

Another Russian opposition politician barred from entering Georgia as Georgian PM
maintains silence over Ukraine

Another Russian opposition politician, Andrey Davydov, tweeted he was not allowed to enter
Georgia on February 15™. Davydov was previously a member of the Alliance of the Greens and
Social Democrats, a platform that united several opposition parties. Davytov’s barring marks
the fourth case of a Russian opposition politicians being denied entry to Georgia in recent
months.

OnJanuary 31, Russian opposition leader Alexey Navalny ally Dmitry Gudkov was banned from
entering Georgia and deported back to Kyiv from Tbilisi airport. On February 4™, Igor Yefremov
of the Russian Libertarian Party outlawed in Russia said on his Twitter he was turned away
form the Georgian-Armenian border. Earlier in August, Lyubov Sobol, key ally of Alexey
Navalny, was also denied entry to Georgia which she explained with the Georgia Government’s
desire to “please Putin.”

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has meanwhile maintained complete silence over
the possibility of Russia’s renewed aggression against Ukraine.

Georgian Dream expels key opposition MPs from Parliament

Despite widespread criticism, Georgian Dream majority pushed ahead with terminating
parliamentary mandates of three key opposition MPs: Badri Japaridze of Lelo, Elene Khoshtaria
of Droa and Shalva Natelashvili of Labour Party. Reacting to the move, the EU Ambassador to
Georgia Carl Hartzell said the move “arguably came at the expense of political inclusiveness and
democratic pluralism in the Parliament,” while the Acting US Ambassador stated that the
termination raises questions about the rule of law.

Georgian Dream Chairman Irakli Kobakhidze slammed Carl Hartzell’s criticism calling it
“unimportant” and that his party would “pay less attention” to it in the future.

Days prior, Labour Leader Natelashvili publicly stated he would enter the parliament as the
party’s sole elected MP, reversing the boycott following the 2020 parliamentary elections when
most of the opposition disputed its legitimacy. It was precisely that political boycott that
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Georgian Dream cited as basis for the cancellation in cases of both Natelashvili and Khoshtaria.
In Japaride’s case, the Committee referred to a highly controversial court decision convicting
Japaridze of fraud despite expiration of the state of limitations, regarded widely as another
manifestation of state capture and politicization of courts.

Mikheil Saakashvili continues to be deprived of basic rights

Despite Saakashvili’s deteriorated health condition, including acute neurological complications,
as reported by the Public Defender’s medical expert group, authorities continue to deny him
adequate medical care such as neurological treatment or MRT examination. His personal doctor
has also been denied access for nearly two months. Visitation hours with family members have
been significantly reduced and confidential communication with lawyers has been denied.

Georgian Dream finalizes controvercial scrapping of the State Inspector’s Service

Despite fierce criticism from both EU and US Ambassadors, the State Inspector’s Service, an
independent institution in charge of overseeing power abuses and personal data protection has
now finally been abolished and its head, Londa Toloraia fired. The service has instead been
replaced with two separate institutions with Georgian Dream loyalists at their helm.

Ms Toloraia has appealed the highly termination of her mandate and abolishing of the State
Inspector’s in the Constitutional Court of Georgia. Eight leading CSOs have called on the
Constitutional Court of Georgia to review the lawsuit in a timely manner amid concerns that the
court was delaying the proceedings.

PM Garibashvili says vaccines “do not work” with Omicron variant.

In a press conference justifying the Georgian government’s decision to annul the COVID green
passes needed to enter cafes and restaurants, Gharibashvili claimed that vaccines “do not work”
with the Omicron variant, citing his own example as proof. “A vaccinated person gets infected
like any other. My case is yet another example of that,” he said. To this day, only 38% of the
Georgian population is fully vaccinated, with at least 40 deaths from COVID-19 reported daily.

CEC Chair Re-Elected for 6 months with voting process that again defies the EU-brokered April
19" agreement

The Central Election Commission Chair Giorgi Kalandarishvili was re-elected for a temporary 6-
month term by the Georgian parliament with a voting process that again defies the April 19t
agreement. As the EU-brokered April 19t" agreement stipulates, four repeated votes that span 4-
week time frames are to be held in case the CEC Chair candidate does not receive the
supermajority needed to secure a 5-year term. Instead, the Georgian Dream lawmakers scrapped
that part of the agreement on December 17", and Kalandarishvili was elected for another
temporary term on the same day that he failed to garner support for 2/3 supermajority.

In a report released this month, Georgia’s four leading NGO’s assessed the Georgian
government’s implementation of the internationally-mediated April 19t agreement and found

that the vast majority of its clauses remain unfulfilled.

Journalist speaks out against censorship at the national broadcaster
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A Georgian Public Broadcaster anchor Imeda Darsalia has said his weekly political talk show was
de facto shut down after criticism of Russia-linked extremist group Alt Info. The group was

responsible for the mass-violence on July 5, 2021 as a result of which 53 journalists were beaten
and one died.



