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GEORGIA ALERT

ISSUE 6 | February 7t"— February 14t

JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI = MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:

Georgian Government remains silent on Ukraine

With the Russian Army amassed along Ukraine’s border and despite Georgia being a key part of Russia’s
NATO demands, the Georgian Government remains largely silent on Ukraine, drawing criticism both at
home and abroad.

Responding to that criticism, Georgian Dream Chair Irakli Kobakhidze blamed Georgia’s previous
government for starting a war against Russia in 2008 and warmongering.

Georgia’s score falls in The Economist’s Democracy Index

In its latest Democracy Index, The Economist downgraded Georgia’s overall democracy score (from 5.31
in 2020 to 5.12 in 2021). Although the numeric deterioration may not dramatic, the fall is remarkable in
that the ranking puts Georgia—still as a “hybrid regime” — behind Armenia, Ukraine and Moldova. “The
local elections, during which Mr. Saakashvili returned to the country and was detained, were marred by
irregularities, according to international observers. The ruling party benefits from significant financial and
operational advantages, thus hindering electoral competition and transparency. Social divisions deepened
as a result of heightened political tension,” the report said.

Reacting to the development, MEP Viola von Cramon from the German Green party said Georgia was
“backsliding” in the direction of its non-democratic neighbors. “Georgia used to be a role model in the
region, but now it keeps falling down towards authoritarian neighbors like Russia, Azerbaijan and
Lukashenko’s Belarus,” von Cramon added.

More July 5" mass-violence offenders freed

Another man accused of attacking a journalist during the July 5™ pogrom in Thilisi was released on bail on
February 8. Ushangi Datunashvili was charged with participation in mass violence committed by extremist
groups openly linked with Russia that left 53 journalists injured and one dead. Three other individuals
detained for storming the Thilisi Pride office on the same day were also released on bail in December.
Using the LGBT Pride as pretext, the extremists unleashed the pogrom following Prime Minister Irakli
Garibashvili’s attack on the Pride March, thereby inciting the Russia-linked extremists.

Continuous failure of Georgian authorities to prosecute the organizers of the pogrom, who publicly called
and led the July 5" violence sets a dangerous precedent “creating a syndrome of impunity,” Georgia’s
Public Defender Nino Lomjaria said.
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GD Chair says the ruling party aims to “weaken” UNM or make it “disappear”

Georgian Dream Chair Irakli Kobakhidze said on February 10 the ruling party will do “everything it can” to
ensure that the biggest opposition party, the United National Movement, “weakens” and possibly
“disappears” before the 2024 parliamentary elections. Only that, he stressed, would ensure “reduction of
polarization” and would allow the Georgian political scene to “become healthier.”

Ruling party leaders have an extensive track record of similar statements against UNM. Most recently,
Thilisi Mayor and GD Secretary General Kakha Kaladze referred to UNM as “the most evil force.”

GD moves to annul parliamentary mandates of Khoshtaria, Japaridze, Natelashvili

The Parliament’s Rules Committee passed a motion to terminate parliamentary mandates of opposition
MPs Shalva Natelashvili, Elene Khoshtaria and Badri Japaridze. The decision, if confirmed by Parliament
plenary on February 15, will further fuel widespread concerns on Georgia’s democratic backsliding.

The motion on Labour’s Natelashvili was passed days after he publicly stated he would enter parliament
as the party’s sole elected MP. Alongside other opposition parties, Natelashvili had engaged in boycotting
parliament given the decisive scale of irregularities in 2020 parliamentary elections. In cases of both
Natelashvili and Khoshtaria of Droa Party, the Committee said their non-attendance of official business—
determined by both politicians’ political act of boycott—was the basis for the mandate annulment.

In Japaridze’s case, the Committee referred to a highly controversial court decision convicting Japaridze
of fraud despite expiration of the statute of limitations, regarded widely as another manifestation of state
capture and politicization of courts.

Transparency International - Georgia and the International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy
(ISFED) issued a joint statement in which they called the decision “another step towards weakening the
parliament.”

Local councils with opposition majority face pressure and intimidation, an ISFED report finds

In a report released last week, the International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED) said
members of local councils where Georgian Dream lost a majority after the 2021 local elections have been
facing pressure, intimidation and blackmail.

In a showcase example, a UNM member of Dmanisi Local Council Ramiz Ramazanov quit UNM, retook his
seat as an independent council member and voted in favor of a Georgian Dream majority after
disappearing for days. Ramazanov’s colleagues reported pressure, intimidation and even violence days
prior to his disappearance. An investigation pub Publika, a Thilisi-based online outlet found that
Ramazanov had been threatened with prosecution from his tenure as school principal in Dmanisi.

Nugzar Putkaradze, a UNM majoritarian member of Batumi City Council was able to record an attempt to
bribe him in exchange for defecting to Georgian Dream shortly after the local elections. Mr. Putkaradze
died of a heart attack in December of 2021.

Ukraine moves on ill-treatment of Mikheil Saakashvili

Ukraine’s Public Defender Lyudmyla Denisova said the Ukrainian Prosecutor General launched criminal
proceedings to investigate alleged abuse against Georgia’s imprisoned third President Mikheil Saakashvili.
According to Denisova, the systematic moral and physical damage inflicted upon Saakashvili during his
detention by Georgian authorities has necessitated the launching of the proceedings.
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CSOs call for a timely review by the Constitutional Court of the State Inspector’s Service abolition case

Eight leading CSOs called on the Constitutional Court of Georgia to review the lawsuit of the State
Inspector Londa Toloraia’s in a timely manner amid concerns that the court was delaying the proceedings.
Taloria lodged the lawsuit following the Parliament’s rushed decision to abolish the service in charge of
overseeing officials’ power abuses and personal data protection in December. The decision triggered
unanimous condemnation both domestically as well as internationally, including by US and EU
Ambassadors, with the US Embassy stating that the move “undermined the government’s accountability.”

Leading NGOs assess April 19t Agreement implementation

Four leading Georgian CSOs - Open Society Georgia Foundation (OSGF), International Society for Fair
Elections and Democracy (ISFED), Transparency International — Georgia (Tl), and the Georgian Democracy
Initiative (GDI) issued an Open Society - Georgia Foundation (OSGF)-commissioned report on the
implementation of the internationally-mediated April 19th agreement, which aimed at ending the political
crisis post 2020 parliamentary elections. Te report found that, after Georgian Dream withdrew from the
Agreement, the vast majority of its clauses remain unfulfilled, including the obligation to halt all judicial
appointments until inclusive judicial reform was implemented ensuring a fair and competitive selection
process. Georgian Dream pushed ahead with those appointments despite series of extremely strongly-
worded criticisms from both EU and the US.

At the presentation of the report, EU Ambassador to Georgia Carl Hartzell noted: “Many of Georgia’s
friends are asking where Georgia is going and what the next steps will be”.
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