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GEORGIA ALERT
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JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI — MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:

Ruling party rejects opposition initiative for President Zelensky’s address in the Georgian
Parliament

The opposition proposed to have President Zelensky address the Parliament of Georgia,
confirming the readiness of President Zelensky to do so from the President’s administration.
The Speaker of Parliament, Shalva Papuashvili, declined the proposal, characterizing it as an
attempt to “raise hysteria”, adding that “GD will not even consider any UNM or Lelo initiatives
regarding Ukraine.” Mamuka Mdinaradze, GD faction leader, also slammed the initiative as
“not a matter for the opposition to sort out”, adding that “it is not up to the party of war and
betrayal [UNM] to decide whether the leader of our partner country will appear before the
Georgian parliament.”

Georgian Dream continues to refuse joining international sanctions against Russia

Irakli Kobakhidze, GD Chairman, reiterated that GD will not join international sanctions against
Russia, accusing UNM of a desire to “drag” Georgia into a military conflict with Russia by
advocating for sanctions. In an attempt to justify GD’s current refusal to join international
sanctions against Russia, both Kobakhidze and Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili have stressed
that there were no sanctions imposed against Russia after its invasion of Georgia in 2008 either
from the West or from the Georgian government. U.S. Ambassador to Georgia Kelly Degnan has
stressed that while the Georgian government “cannot be pressured into adopting sanctions
against Russia, Georgia has an obligation to comply with the already imposed international
sanctions”. The statement is seen as emphasizing the importance of Georgia not undermining
international efforts against Russia, including by statements such as the one made by PM
Gharibashvili on sanctions being “ineffective”.

GD to sue President Zurabishvili in Constitutional Court

In her annual address to the Parliament, President Zurabishvili stated that the Prime Minister’s
Office had officially refused to grant her authorization and budget for working visits to Paris,
Brussels and Warsaw to discuss Georgia’s European integration against the backdrop of Russia’s
military aggression in Ukraine. She visited the European capitals using her personal contacts, she
said. The following day, GD announced it would sue the President in the constitutional court for
overstepping her competencies and side-stepping the government in pursuit of foreign policy. In
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the absence of a formal basis for a constitutional dispute, GD plans to amend the law on the
constitutional court of Georgia to formalistically create one.

Prime Minister Garibashvili justified the refusal to grant visits by the importance of “the
Commander-in-Chief [staying] in the country” in time of war. GD faction leader Mamuka
Mdinaradze lambasted the President’s visit as not having brought any “tangible results”. He also
criticized the President for having entered the parliamentary plenary hall for her address
alongside the Ukrainian Chargé d’Affaires Andrii Kasyanov.

Mikheil Saakashvili’s health condition worsening, transfer to Ukraine denied

Despite repeated calls by medical doctors, including the independent medical group under the
Public Defender of Georgia, authorities refused to transfer imprisoned former President
Saakashvili for testing to a civilian hospital. The request was finally partially granted on March
13™, when Mikheil Saakashvili was transferred to Thilisi’s Central Republican hospital;
nevertheless, MRI screening, with the proper equipment as requested by doctors, was still not
conducted. Neuromyography (neurological testing) and gastroscopy findings coincided with
previous conclusions of the Public Defender’s medical expert team, as well as independent
experts of Center Empathy that his health condition is worsening and can result in disability.
Adequate healthcare continues to be denied to Mikheil Saakashvili on political grounds.

Mikheil Saakashvili has publicly stated his desire to be transferred to Ukraine, the country of his
citizenship. Leader of Ukraine’s ruling party, Servant of the People, Olena Shuliak, stressed the
importance of Saakashvili’s presence in Ukraine, as the country defends itself against Russian
military aggression.
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