
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PM condemns rallies held in Georgia in support of Ukraine 
 

On March 21, PM Irakli Gharibashvili stated that the rallies held in support of Ukraine in Tbilisi, 

where thousands gathered for days to express solidarity, were “against state interests” and 

“completely incomprehensible.” 

 

Activists attacked in Adjara for protesting against Alt Info, a far-right group  

 

Activists in Adjara, including minors, were attacked with sticks by members of the far-right group 

while protesting the opening of another Alt Info’s offices in Kobuleti district. Alt Info, a far-right 

movement with direct links to Russia, has recently registered as a political party and launched 

multiple local offices throughout Georgia. They have been met with fierce resistance from the 

local population, with some regional offices closing soon after opening given locals’ unrelenting 

protests. The government, however, has created an enabling environment for the far-right group, 

including by allowing the opening of one of its offices in the Guria region adjacent to the GD local 

office. 

 

Alt Info is the far-right group responsible for the July 5th, 2021, pogrom in Tbilisi. Despite mass 

violence that resulted in the beating of 53 journalists and death of a camera operator, the 

organizers of the violence, who publicly propagated, incited and in certain cases perpetrated acts 

of violence, have not been held responsible to date.  

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK: 
 

Former Public Broadcaster employees speak out against censorship and “blacklists”  
  

Imeda Darsalia, former Public Broadcaster anchor, whose show was “put on hold” following his 
criticism of far-right political group Alt Info, spoke out against pro-Russian censorship at the 
broadcaster. Darsalia specified that journalists were prohibited to cast Russia in a negative light or 
to provide analytical coverage of anti-government demonstrations in Belarus. Anchors were also 
handed “blacklists” of people prohibited to appear on their shows, including analysts from 
reputable think tanks such as the Atlantic Council - Georgia and Rondeli Foundation.  
  

 Two other journalists, Tamta Janadze and Sopo Zedalashvili, also spoke out against censorship at 
the broadcaster, noting entire news reports were not allowed to stream given critical comments 
about the government. Journalists plan to appeal to the Public Defender’s Office to examine their 
cases.  

 

GEORGIA ALERT 

 
JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO – FOR GEORGIA,  

DROA, GIRCHI – MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS. 

 

ISSUE 12 | March 21– March 28 

 

https://tabula.ge/ge/news/682698-gharibashvili-miughebeli-gaugebaria
https://oc-media.org/far-right-activists-attack-protesters-in-adjara/
https://civil.ge/archives/481550
https://civil.ge/archives/481550


 

National Communications Commission rejects complaint against Alt Info 

 

The Georgian National Communications Commission (GNCC), a media regulation agency that has 

consistently served government interests, rejected a complaint against Alt Info filed by a local 

NGO, Georgian Democracy Initiative (GDI). The complaint claims that public statements of Alt Info 

leaders serve to justify Russian military aggression in Ukraine and idolize violence, including 

against civilian populations, in flagrant violation of international humanitarian law. Justification 

and propagation of criminal acts is clearly forbidden by Georgian Law on Broadcasters; 

nevertheless, GNCC rejected the complaint without justification.  

 
GD vows to “disregard any initiative coming from UNM”, coining it a “war party”  
 
Mamuka Mdinaradze, GD faction Chair in Parliament, referring to UNM as a “war party” claimed 

that given “UNM’s treacherous actions,” the ruling party has decided to disregard any initiative in 

Parliament coming from UNM or its subsidiaries.  

 

Foreign Relations Committee Deputy Chair snubs joint statement on the provision of air defense 

to Ukraine 

 
On March 21, Grigol Vashadze, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia and a member of the 
foreign relations committee, signed a joint statement along with the leadership of 12 other 
European countries “On the urgent necessity to upgrade Ukraine’s air-defense”. Chair of 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada, Ruslan Stefanchuk, thanked signatories for their support.  In response, 
Giorgi Khelashvili, Deputy Chair of the Foreign Relations Committee, stated that the document 
does not express the position of the Georgian government and that Vashadze’s signature “only 
represents his personal position”.  
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