
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

US Congressional delegation meets with the Georgian opposition, emphasizes need for reform of 

judiciary and other democratic institutions 

 

On April 22, members of the US Congressional delegation met with the representatives of the Georgian 

opposition parties 

 

Congressman David Cicilline noted that the opposition leaders are seriously concerned about the 

development of the judiciary and democratic institutions: “We had a very productive meeting [with the 

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK: 
 

Leaked recordings between Ivanishvili and sanctioned Russian oligarch Yevtushenkov show 
the two men allegedly making business deals and planning a meeting in Georgia amongst 
their envoys  

 
Two leaked phone conversations between founder of Georgia’s ruling Georgian Dream party Bidzina 
Ivanishvili and sanctioned Russian oligarch Vladimir Yevtushenkov show the two men allegedly 
arranging a business deal amid Russia’s ongoing war in Ukraine.  
 
In the alleged conversation between the two men, Yevtushenkov tells Ivanishvili he is sending Ali 
Uznedovi and David [allegedly David Khidasheli] to Georgia to arrange a deal on “crops” and asks if he 
can personally meet with them. Ivanishvili confirms and says Georgia’s current Prime Minister Irakli 
Gharibashvili will also hold a meeting with the two men.  
 
In a phone conversation with TV channel Formula that followed the leak recordings, Yevtushenkov 
confirmed that his envoy Ali Uznedovi had a meeting with Georgia’s Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili 
in March, but he claimed it only concerned a “vacation” arrangement. 
 
Evtushenkov is a business parter of Russia’s Ministry of Defense. In 2020, Russian Minister of Defense 
Sergei Shoigu’s daughter, Ksenia Shoigu, became the managing partner of “Sistema SmartTech,” a 
start-up fund that belongs to “Sistema”, a company of which Evtushenkov is a majority stakeholder 
and for which he came under British sanctions this April. 
 
The second envoy mentioned in the conversation is allegedly Davit Khidasheli, also a former managing 
partner of “Sistema” who also led a tele-communication company in Greece - “Intracom” - bought by 
Evtushenkov. Leaked email exchanges prove that “Intracom” was the company that provided Assad’s 
regime with sanctioned tele-communication systems in 2011-2012. Today, Davit Khidasheli wins public 
tenders in Georgia and is an entrusted individual by Bidzina Ivanishvili.   
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opposition]. As you know, opposition leaders are seriously concerned about the issue of the development 

of the judiciary and democratic institutions. This is the main part of our collaboration with the Georgian 

people and it is important for this work to continue for the democratic institutions to strengthen and for 

some of the reforms, which they [opposition parties] are considering, to be taken into account,” said 

Cicilline after meeting the leaders of the opposition parties. 

Georgia’s democracy index decreases in Freedom Houses’ 2022 Nations in Transit report 
 
According to Freedom House's Nations in Transit 2022 report, Georgia’s democracy score, which has been 
deteriorating for the past six years, declined from 3.18 to 3.07, which means that the country remains in 
the “transitional government or hybrid regime” category. 
Georgia’s score declined in three indicators: National Democratic Governance, Civil Society, and Judicial 

Framework and Independence.  

 

Freedom House criticizes the one-party dominance characteristic of hybrid regimes, and their use of 

“legislative turbo mode” as a modus operandi. The report lists the examples of Ukraine, Moldova, and 

Armenia in this regard and adds: “Worse still, turbo mode can morph into the abusive majoritarianism of 

Fidesz [of Hungary] and Georgia’s Georgian Dream.” 

Georgia is allegedly facilitating bilateral trade with Russia 
 
According to Economic Times, banks led by Russia's largest lender, Sberbank, are facilitating the 

settlement of bilateral trade moving largely through ports in Georgia. India has resumed exports of goods, 

including tea, rice, fruits, coffee, marine products, and confectionary to Russia using Georgian ports.  

Saakashvili becomes unwell during court hearing; Ukraine’s Public Defender appeals to Georgian govt. 
and international community for help 
 
Former president Mikheil Saakashvili became unwell at his latest court hearing, which took place on April 

20. He asked for a doctor's help minutes after the trial had started.  

 

Ombudsman of Ukraine Lyudmyla Denisova called on the Georgian authorities to provide adequate 

medical care to the former president Mikheil Saakashvili. She also appealed to the international 

community to respond to the violation of Saakashvili’s rights.  

 

“I am concerned about the deteriorating health condition of the Ukrainian citizen, Chairman of the 

Executive Committee of the National Reform Council of Ukraine Mikheil Saakashvili…Independent doctors 

have not been allowed to enter the Rustavi penitentiary facility where Mikheil is being detained since 

December last year. This indicates a lack of proper treatment, determined by a consortium of medics 

assembled at the request of the People's Defender of Georgia, which is tantamount to torture.The 2021 

US State Department report emphasizes the inhuman and degrading treatment of Mikheil Saakashvili in 

the Georgian prison,” wrote Lyudmyla Denisova via Facebook.  

 

Former US official says the West made mistakes in Russia’s 2008 war in Georgia 
 
During her recent interview with Unlocked, Fiona Hill, Former Senior Director for Europe and Russia at the 

US National Security Council, was asked about the mistakes made by the West which may have 

subsequently led to Russia invading Ukraine in 2022. In her response, Hill criticized the West’s response 

to the 2008 war in Georgia:  

 

“I do think we made a lot of mistakes with Georgia because there was too much of an assessment that 

this was all because of Mikheil Saakashvili and everyone was irritated with him in any case… there was a 
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kind of feeling this was personal, even though it was apparent that it was not and that this was, you know, 

kind of much broader,” said Hill.   

 

Zelenskyy says Georgian government’s position on Ukraine unclear, states he will return Ambassador 

to Georgia “as soon as support” is felt 

 

On April 23, President Volodimir Zelenskyy held a press conference and spoke about diplomatic relations 

with Georgia, noting that Ukraine “will return the ambassador to Georgia as soon as we begin to feel 

support from the leaders of the government.” Zelenskyy also stated that he doesn’t understand the 

position of the leaders of the Georgian government: “I don’t understand the position of the leaders of the 

state. Despite the number of kilometers, we are neighbors, we don’t want conflicts with Georgia. How 

Georgia took to the streets, how it supported. But I can’t understand the behavior… I don’t understand 

why sanctions aren’t imposed… I’ve heard messages that they must protect their economy. What 

economy? They already took part of the Georgian territory. They [Russians] have almost reached Tbilisi.” 

 

Police accidentally discharges a firearm and kills 30 year old, Girchi-More Freedom protests the 

government’s drug policy in front of the MIA  

 

On April 18, in Tskneti, a senior detective accidentally discharged his firearm while arresting a 30-year-old 

man for possible illegal purchase and storage of drugs, which resulted in the man's death.  

 

Erik Tsurtsumia, a police officer arrested in connection with the murder, was sentenced to imprisonment 

as a measure of restraint. 

 

Political Party Girchi – More Freedom protested the Georgian drug policy in front of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs 
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