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1. STATE CAPTURE 
 

 Repressions in the cultural sphere: The Ministry of Culture has fired over forty employees from 

different cultural institutions – including Museum of Fire Arts and National Agency for Cultural 

Heritage Preservation of Georgia - in an attempt to silence dissenting political opinions; as the 

Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA) and Social Justice Center noted, the dismissals 

“removed undesirable leadership personnel” and was aimed towards “controlling and censoring 

the museum.” According to the fired employees themselves, they were told that their dismissals 

were related to them filling out petitions or making vocal their political preferences. In response 

to these repressions, representatives of the cultural sphere have created a working group –“In 

support of the museum” -  that plans to take specific measures against the Soviet-style purges. 

The group is supported by the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association and the Social Justice Center, 

and most recently political parties Droa and Lelo have also announced they will be supporting and 

working with the group. On January 21st, the working group organized a protest rally demanding 

the resignation of Minister Tsulukiani– the rally was joined by CSOs, former employees, activists, 

and political parties.  

 

 Persecution of the State Inspector’s Service: On January 17th, the Tbilisi City Court overturned 

the State Inspector’s decision to fine the Special Penitentiary Service for the unlawful processing 

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK: 
 

On the brink of another Russian invasion in Ukraine, Georgian Dream cancels MEP visit to 
Georgia 

Citing lack of “time to engage”, the newly-elected Speaker of Parliament, Shalva Papuashvili, cancelled 
MEPs visit of the Jean Monnet dialogue, as  noted in the MEPs’ statement. The Georgian government’s 
refusal to meet with MEPs and take part in the Jean Monet dialogue coincides with the government’s 
passivity and silence with Russia’s buildup and preparation to invade Ukraine, with the Foreign Minister 
of Georgia only addressing the issue through a Tweet on January 23rd. Georgian opposition parties have 
heavily criticized the Georgian government’s passivity with Ukraine, as well as their refusal to meet 
with MEPs when cross party-political dialogue is especially critical. Droa, Lelo, and UNM have 
emphasized their readiness to work with other civil society actors and political parties to stand together 
for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and a joint support rally was held in front of the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Georgia on January 23rd with civil society actors and political parties. In light of 
this heightened regional tensions, a newly registered far-right party, Alt-Info, held an online conference 
with Russia duma deputies on Georgia-Russia relations.  

 

 

GEORGIA ALERT 
JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL MOVEMENT “DROA”, CIVIL MOVEMENT “DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS”, 

AND POLITICAL PARTY “LELO – FOR GEORGIA” 

 

https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/31659694.html
https://socialjustice.org.ge/en/products/tsulukianis-danishvnis-shemdeg-erovnuli-muzeumidan-gatavisuflebulebis-interesebs-sotsialuri-samartlianobis-tsentri-da-saia-daitsavs
https://twitter.com/MovementDroa/status/1484115840647761925
https://www.facebook.com/events/952074198778995
https://tcc.court.ge/ka/Decision/gauqmda-saxelmwifo-inspeqtoris-samsaxuris-gadawyvetileba-specialuri-penitenciuri-samsaxuris-samarTal?fbclid=IwAR2X00cjN8nk-nkWSgjwwLH_aJn6d70ORniF8S8X25fDnPigeRcf83Xch_g
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/globaldemocracysupport/en/mediation-and-dialogue/latest-news
https://twitter.com/DZalkaliani/status/1485272591988400133
https://droa.live/article/25
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/31665391.html
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and publishing of controversial footages of Saakashvili’s forced and violent transfer to the Gldani 

prison.  

o A few days earlier, the Tbilisi City Court also overturned the State Inspector’s Decision to 

fine the Ministry of Justice for the same reasons. The State Inspector’s decision to fine 

the two institutions, as well as the institution’s active involvement in the latest political 

processes involving President Saakashvili, was soon followed with its abolishment of the 

State Inspector with a fast-tracked process on December 30th.  

 
2. POLITICALLY MOTIVATED JUSTICE 
 

 Saakashvili’s case:  
o Health status: On January 19th, the group of medical experts established by the Public 

Defender released their findings and recommendations on Saakashvili’s health. The 
report is based on the group of experts January 11th examination of Saakashvili’s health, 
review of his medical records, and interviews with the local medical staff. According to 
the report, Saakashvili still suffers consequences of Wernicke’s encephalopathy 
(neurological condition caused by thiamine and vitamin B1 deficiency), anemia, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and moderate/severe depression. The mentioned symptoms of 
Wernicke’s encephalopathy include: eye paresis, imbalance, general weakness, and 
worsening of limb sensitivity.  Although the report notes that Saakashvili’s somatic 
treatment is satisfactory, it warns that the patient’s condition is not improving when it 
comes to his PTSD and depression, and his “full rehabilitation is less realistic” in the 
current conditions. According to the experts, their November 25th recommendation for 
psychotherapy treatment has not been taken into account by the relevant authorities; 
the report warns that the failure to do so again “is expected to aggravate” Saakashvili’s 
condition.  

 

The experts recommendations include: 1) psychotherapy, 2) physical rehabilitation, 3) 

MRT examination, 4) neurological monitoring and electroneuromyography examination 

“in case of progression.”Despite the recommendations, Saakashvili was still refused to be 

taken for an MRT examination and has not received any psychotherapy as of today. 

Saakasvhili’s private doctor has also not been able to visit the patient since his transfer to 

the Rustavi prison. Additionally, Saakashvili is still not allowed to have face-to-face 

meetings with his lawyers as there continues to be a glass barrier separating them. 

According to his lawyers, this threatens the confidentiality of communication – which is a 

prisoner’s basic right.  

 

o Legal status: The Prosecutor’s Office refused to grant Mikheil Saakashvili a victim’s status. On 

January 18th, Saakashvili’s lawyers submitted a request to the Prosecutor’s Office to recognize 

Saakashvili as a victim of “inhumane and degrading treatment.” Yet, on January 20th, the 

Prosecutor’s Office rejected this request and called it an “unfounded request.” 

 

3.  SOCIAL PROTESTS  
 

 IDPs protest: In the past weeks, internally displaced people from Abkhazia have held numerous 

protests requesting to be moved their current residence – a Soviet-era sanitorium known as 

“Kartli.” The “Kartli” residence -with widening cracks in the walls and holes in the floors -  is 

https://civil.ge/archives/466265
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelis-mier-shekmnil-spetsialisttaekspertta-jgufis-daskvna-n5-mikheil-saakashvilis-sameditsino-mdgomareobis-monitoringis-shedegebis-shesakheb
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/122
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/139
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becoming more dangerous and life-threatening to live in day by day, and the IDPs have been 

ringing the alarm for years. On January 16th, a 53-year-old IDP from the “Kartli” residence 

jumped-off the roof as a sign of protest and died. The investigation on his death is ongoing.  

 Social agents’ protest:  On January 17th, over 390 social agents in Georgia went on a strike, 

demanding better working conditions: a 100% increase in salary, travel allowance, and health 

insurance.  

 

https://www.rferl.org/a/georgia-displaced-persons-suicide-titanic/31663319.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/georgia-displaced-persons-suicide-titanic/31663319.html
https://jam-news.net/georgian-social-workers-go-on-strike-demand-increased-salaries/

