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GEORGIA ALERT

ISSUE 8 | February 21— February 28"

JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI = MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:
Georgian PM rules out joining Russia sanctions, sparks massive protest

Amid the mounting sanctions imposed upon Russia over its invasion of Ukraine, Georgian
Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili said his government would not join the western sanctions. “I
want to state clearly and unambiguously, considering our national interests and interests of
the people, Georgia does not plan to participate in the financial and economic sanctions, as
this would only damage our country and populace more,” he said.

Gharibashvili also refused to call a National Security Council Meeting and said he is not
planning to visit Kyiv either — “going to Ukraine for the sake of going is useless,” he said. The
Prime Minister also refused to attend an extraordinary sitting of the parliament: “I have my
own job; the parliament has its own and the war is in Ukraine.”

Garibashvili’s statements prompted widespread condemnation, injecting anti Government
sentiment in daily mass rallies in support of Ukraine in Thilisi. Garibashvili’s resignation was a
key demand of tens of thousands who rallied in Thilisi on February 25 and in the following
days.

The Georgian Government’s positioning over the Russian invasion of Ukraine has not remained
unnoticed internationally. Former US Ambassador to Georgia, lan Kelly blasted Garibashvili on
Twitter. “What does this mean? It means siding with the aggressor and against those risking
their lives for freedom,” he tweeted.

Russian propaganda chief endorses Georgian Government

PM Garibashvili’s distancing from Ukraine and the refusal to join the western sanctions have
attracted sympathy and jubilation in the Kremlin-run media reports and talk shows.

“Guys, Georgia has recovered,” tweeted Margarita Simonyan, Margarita Simonyan, Russia
Today’s infamous western-sanctioned editor-in-chief.

“The targeted operation to force Georgia to peace has cleansed their brains,” said anchor of
flagship political talk show of Russia 24, a government-run propaganda channel.


https://twitter.com/M_Simonyan/status/1497197856184172546
Margarita%20Simonyan,%20Russia%20Today’s%20infamous%20western-sanctioned%20editor-in-chief
https://civil.ge/archives/475153
https://twitter.com/ikelly731/status/1497359478265688075

Zelensky thanks Georgians, critical of Government

“Incredible Georgian people who understand that friends must be supported! Grateful to
everyone in Thilisi and other cities who came out in support of Ukraine and against the war.
Indeed, there are times when citizens are not the Government, but better the Government,”
tweeted Volodymyr Zelensky, thanking Georgian people for their solidarity but also offering
diplomatically-worded criticism for the Georgian Government.

Top Ukraine official calls Georgian PM “Russian puppet”

Anton Gerashchenko, adviser to Ukraine’s Interior Minister has called Georgian Prime Minister
Gharibashvili a “Russian puppet,” amid his refusal to join western sanctions on Russia.

“In Thilisi, a protest with thousands of people was held in support of Ukraine. Georgians want
to impose sanctions against Russia and Putin, but their Russian puppet Prime Minister is against
it,” Gerashchenko wrote on Telegram.

Georgian Dream snubs parliament’s extraordinary session on Ukraine

Georgian Dream refused to participate in an extraordinary session on Ukraine proposed by the
opposition and approved by President Salome Zourabichuvili.

Speaking on behalf of the Georgian Dream parliamentary majority, Givi Mikanadze, MP said “At
this stage, there is objectively no need to hold the session,” he said. He also attacked opposition
and said the request to hold such parliamentary sitting constitute “an attempt to drag the
attention towards Georgia.”

In the beginning of February, the Georgian Dream party adopted a resolution in support of
Ukraine that does not mention Russia as an aggressor.

Russia-linked radical party launches multiple offices across Georgia

Russia-linked extremist group-turned political party Alt Info has been launching impressive
number offices across different regions of Georgia. The Georgian Ministry of Justice granted
registration to the group and no inquiry of any sort into its plentiful financing has been launched.

The group and its leaders were responsible for the mass-violence on July 5, 2021 as a result of
which 53 journalists were beaten and one died. None of them have been charged despite
abundance of video evidence.

Deputy Prosecutor General accuses US of “cowardice,” Ukrainians of fleeing

Deputy Prosecutor General of Georgia Giorgi Badashvili has called Georgia’s distancing from
Ukraine “pragmatic” also blasting the United States for “cowardice.”

“When Georgia’s main partner [the US] is a coward, one needs to act pragmatically. When your
main partner is a coward and you are hopeless, you should get a hold of yourself and not let
anything extra slip,” he said, also adding that “90% of Ukrainians have fled to Poland.”


https://twitter.com/ZelenskyyUa/status/1497301886810181638
https://civil.ge/archives/470322

