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JOINT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY POLITICAL PARTIES UNITED NATIONAL MOVEMENT, LELO — FOR GEORGIA,
DROA, GIRCHI = MORE FREEDOM, AND CIVIL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACY DEFENDERS.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK:

Chairman of the Georgian parliament refuses Stefanchuk’s invitation to visit Bucha,
opposition expresses willingness to go instead.

The Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Ruslan Stefanchuk, invited the Chairman of
the Georgian parliament, Shalva Papuashvili, to visit Bucha and see the Russian war crimes
with his own eyes. Papuashvili rejected the offer and stated that an official invitation seemed
"inappropriate" without elaborations from the Ukraine side on the “unfounded diplomatic
demarches” and “baseless accusations of smuggling.”

“Is it appropriate to dub “inappropriate” the invitation to come to a friendly country and see
its plight, share its grief, express words of support?” wrote Stefanchuk via a Facebook post.

The Georgian pro-Western opposition, on their part, expressed initiative to go to Bucha
themselves. “It’s obvious Papuashvili would not go to Bucha. It does not bother him, he does
not support them, why would he go? The opposition must go. Each time we need to offer an
alternative,” wrote Droa’s leader Elene Khoshtaria on Facebook.

Lithuania’s Foreign Affairs committee adopts a statement criticizing Georgian government’s
stance towards Ukraine.

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Lithuanian Seimas has adopted a statement criticizing GD
leaders for their rhetoric towards Ukraine which "undermines the leadership of Ukraine and
Ukraine's heroic fight for European freedoms & values." It also expresses concern over GD's
refusal to join the sanctions imposed by the EU against Russia.

Georgia was not included in the list of “unfriendly countries” that has recently been published by
the Government of Belarus. The list includes the US, the EU countries, and 11 other states. A
similar list of “unfriendly countries” was issued by Russia on March 7 in which Georgia was not
included either.

GD says it will not consider Lelo’s draft resolution adimed at assisting Ukraine in investigating
war crimes


https://tabula.ge/ge/news/683873-sakartvelos-mtavrobis-gantskhadebebi-dzirs?fbclid=IwAR20QX6OGnqG6-qkxzrQ0sWbhXw4qPpoHvtQRHabjkIsoRGfCx-I8m8i1-g
https://formulanews.ge/News/68244?fbclid=IwAR3Ik-hIK-omnCRIB3zvxDX-q67MrqmcZLxNu1JAjhFOzPkVL6eDR5Yz_p8
https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-imposes-visa-restrictions-citizens-unfriendly-countries-2022-04-04/
https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/705097-shalva-papuashvili-dges-mec-mivige-radas-tavmjdomaris-mocveva-chavide-ukrainashi-sakitxebis-ganumarteblobis-ponze-opicialuri-mocveva-arasatanadod-chans
https://www.facebook.com/stefanchuk.official/posts/394356295844548
https://www.facebook.com/Llaka/posts/10158128742175728

On April 7, political party Lelo submitted a draft resolution to the Georgian parliament aimed at
assisting Ukraine in investigating war crimes and crimes against humanity.

In reaction to Lelo’s initiative, GD MP Aluda Ghudushauri stated that “at the head of Lelo’s radical
conglomerate is a citizen of Ukraine” and that GD “would not consider any of their international
or security initiatives.”

Ghudushauri added that once the war is over, they will have a number of questions with Ukraine
regarding many issues and that “Ukraine has become a haven and a place of employment for our
former high-ranking officials, convicts, and criminals.”

Research by Anti-Corruption Movement shows public officials donate to far-right party
responsible for July 5th pogrom in Thilisi.

Research conducted by the Anti-corruption Movement has shown that the growing number of
donors of the far-right, pro-Russian party Conservative Movement include both public officials
and entrepreneurs who win state tenders. One of the donors has a valid contract with the State
Security Service.

"As a result of our observations, it has been revealed that among the donors of the pro-Russian
party are public officials or family members of acting public officials. Donors have also been
involved in the election processes of the past 4 years and have represented GD in election
commissions. In addition to supporting a party that justifies Russian military intervention in
Ukraine, many of these people are busy spreading propaganda messages that are useful to the
government on social media," - said Lasha Farulava, a spokesperson for the anti-corruption
movement. He believes that the State Security Service, which is supposed to protect the
constitutional order and work on reducing the threats from Russia, strengthens the financial
situation of the pro-Russian people, which is confirmed by the number of tenders won by them.

Russian officials arrive in occupied Tskhinvali to begin annexation process of the Georgia’s
Russian occupied territory.

On April 8, a group of Russian officials arrived in the occupied Tskhinvali as a South Ossetian
initiative group kicked off the campaign for the annexation of the Russian-occupied region.

On March 30, Anatoly Bibilov announced that his regime would take “appropriate legal steps in
the near future” to seize the moment of Russia’s attack on Ukraine and achieve Moscow’s
annexation of the occupied region. The referendum is supposed to take place a few weeks after
the "presidential elections" of April 10.

Public Defender’s annual human rights account reports on 4 different violations against jailed
ex-President Mikheil Saakashvili

On March 31st the Public Defender presented the Parliament of Georgia its annual human rights
report. In this report, human rights violations against jailed ex-President Mikheil Saakashvili is
mentioned in four separate instances.


https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/704930-aluda-gudushauri-ukraina-gaxda-chveni-qopili-magalchinosnebis-msjavrdebulebis-da-damnashave-pirebis-dasakmebis-adgili-bunebrivia-omis-dasrulebis-shemdeg-ukrainastan-gvekneba-mteli-rigi-kitxvebi
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https://www.ombudsman.ge/res/docs/2022040413242699860.pdf

The first instance concerns the obstruction caused to the Public Defender’s work while the PD
was carrying out its duties related to Mikheil Saakashvili’s case. The second instance where
Saakashvili is mentioned is in the field under “prohibition and investigation of torture and other
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment” and concerns degrading and inhuman
treatment of Saakashvili during his time in jail and transfer to the Gldani hospital. The third
instance concerns “the right to an impartial tribunal,” and concerns cases when Saakashvili was
not allowed to attend his own court hearings. Finally, in the fourth instance, Mikheil Saakashvili
is mentioned in the chapter concerning “violations of privacy” and involves the publication of his
footages of his violent and unconsented transfer to the Gldani prison.



